Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss
November 16, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes

President Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:02 PM ET.  Board members Jeff Thom, Christy Crespin and Alice Ritchhart were not present.

The agenda and previous board meeting minutes were approved by consensus of the board.

Kathy Gerhardt presented her treasurer’s report, saying that we have received convention funds and walk team revenue. We had 87 people who paid the registration fee.  Final balance as of November 15, 2025 was $16,570.55.  The report was approved and will be filed for audit.

President Doug reported that the National Council on Aging wants to do a webinar on fall prevention, and is asking for our input.  Larry Johnson, Anisio Correia, and perhaps Doug Powell and Jeff Thom will discuss the content with Pris Roger.  Doug wondered if we should offer a community call on fall prevention on an annual basis, but a decision was not made on this suggestion.  The National Council on aging will be holding a conference in May,2026.  Doug will be replacing Jeff Thomas representative to the Older Independent Blind technical assistance center, part of the Mississippi State University complex.  Doug reminded board members that we will be having a strategic planning meeting on    Tuesday, January 13, 2026 from 11 AM ET till 1 PM.  Mike Gilliam, formerly of the San Antonio Lighthouse and former vice-president at AT&T, will facilitate the call.  Mike could be available on December 15 or 16 for a planning meeting for this event.

Anisio Correia spoke of advocacy plans.  He reported that a mass email will go out to various ACB lists during the week of December 3, encouraging everyone to be in touch with their local Area Agency on Aging and/or senior center.  A call to recruit volunteers for this project will occur in January. He also mentioned that he has tried to set up a meeting with Hadley Helps to discuss their many initiatives, but this hasn’t happened yet.
There was no fundraising report, as Paul Lewis was not present.
Danette Dixon reported that the ACB convention planning committee is beginning its work with Janet Dickelman and she will represent us.  There will not be a community call in November or December.  Danette expressed interest in having our January call to focus on the Area Agency on Aging project, and perhaps another call about fall prevention in February.

There was no membership report.  Terry Pacheco offered her services to help with upcoming projects.  Sharon Strzalkowski confirmed with the board that the AAVL Cares opportunity is available only to current members, and does not extend to seniors from the public.  Jeannemarie Moore expressed interest in being on this team, and Karen Johnson offered her continued support. 

Patricia Lipovsky reported that she has a potential new person to help in maintaining our Facebook page.  She wonders about the effectiveness of the public service announcement and whether it has been a good tool in recruiting new members.  Larry Johnson made the suggestion to include a field on our membership form asking where the new member heard about AAVL. Patricia said that no one has stepped forward to monitor our website, as Sandy Troiano had done for so many years.

Sandy Troiano reported that our average attendance on the Ins and Outs of Sight Loss in Later Life call is 27. Patricia Lipovsky is filling in as facilitator for the next call, as Sandy will not be available; she offered her thanks for this.

There was no report from the awards committee, as Jeff was not able to be present.

We will skip a December meeting and meet next on Sunday, January 4, 2026 at 8 PM ET.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM ET.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Strzalkowski
